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POLICY:  
 
Selecting Teaching and Learning Resources 

 
1. Wheelers Hill Secondary College believes: 
Wheelers Hill Secondary College recognises the role of digital resources including video, 
YouTube, Computer Games, etc. in assisting and enhancing the learning process within 
our school.  In its pursuit of excellence the College wishes to ensure the most effective use 
of these resources occurs within its teaching practices.  In order to maximise effective use 
and to avoid offence and/or complaints, teachers must ensure they choose appropriate 
material and ensure that they follow appropriate procedures.  
 
2. Wheelers Hill Secondary College aims to ensure: 
 
That teachers considering the use of digital resources other than that with a General (G) 
rating:  

 consider the expected student learning outcomes and standards described in the 
VCAA curriculum frameworks 

 consider the particular needs of its students 

 does not expose students to highly offensive or obscene materials or themes 

 ensures that curriculum resources are suitable for the age group using them 

 considers the words, behaviour, images or themes of the resources in terms of the: 

o context 

o impact on the audience age group 

o literary, artistic or educational merit of the material 

o intention of the author and general character of the material 

o how parents might react to their children being exposed to this content 

o standards of morality, decency, and propriety generally accepted by adults 

 
 impact on persons from different ethnic, religious, social and cultural backgrounds. 

  

 

 
Implementation: 
 
The Education department has published a list of ratings produced by the Office of Film 
and Video Censorship Classification 
http://www.classification.gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Fact-sheets.aspx .  A summary 
of the ratings and how they impact on the showing of digital resources to school students 
is provided in the following table. 
 
 
 

http://www.classification.gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Fact-sheets.aspx
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Rating Explanation of the rating Impact or implications at the school level 

G For general exhibition 
The G classification is suitable for everyone.  However, 
some G classified films or computer games may contain 
content that is not of interest to your students. 

PG Parental guidance 
recommended for persons 
under the age of fifteen years 

The impact of PG classified (parental guidance) films and 
computer games should be no higher than mild, but they 
may contain content that your students find confusing or 
upsetting.  PG classified material is not recommended for 
viewing or playing by persons under 15 without guidance 
from guardians. 

M Recommended for mature 
audiences fifteen years and 
over 

Films and computer games classified M (Mature) contain 
content of a moderate impact and are recommended for 
teenagers aged 15 years and over.  School students 
under 15 may legally access this material because it 
is an advisory category. However, M classified films 
and computer games may include content that may be 
unsuitable for persons under 15.  

MA Restrictions apply to persons 
under fifteen years MA 15+ classified material contains strong content and is 

legally restricted to persons 15 years and over. The 
content in MA 15+ films and computer games is strong.   

R Restricted to adults eighteen 
years and over R 18+ resources are restricted to persons aged 18 years 

and over. 

X Restricted to adults eighteen 
years and over 

Contains sexually explicit material likely to be harmful to 
those under eighteen and therefore are not be shown at 
school or seen on an excursion.  If students under 
eighteen years of age view such resources there is a 
breach of the law.  Therefore cannot be shown at a 
school. 

 
 

 If objections to materials on the grounds that they are inappropriate are anticipated, 

Wheelers Hill Secondary College will inform the relevant students and their parents of the 

controversial nature of the resource and inform them that an alternative is available if 

students or parents hold a genuine and reasonable objection. Parents and students should 

be informed that they have a right to object. 

In the event of individual students being given alternative materials or activities, teachers 

should endeavour to integrate the alternative study or activity into the classroom program 

and ensure that the student is supported in his or her position and not isolated from other 

classmates. 
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Endorsed by Education Committee: October 2014  

Ratified by College Council:  

 

 
This policy will be reviewed as part of a 3 year cycle of review. 

 
Next review date: 2017 


